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Fig. 2 Ancient river relics of Beijing outskirts

( Wu Chen, Map of ancient rivers in North China, 1980)
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Fig. 5 Yellov River dynamic change mg in immaemorial time
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Great Ecotypic and Cultural Project
——Re-cogn ition of Grand Canal

MAO Feng, NIE Yueping, CHEN Shupend
(1 School of Architecturg, Tsinghua U niversity, Beijing 100084, Ching;
2 Center for Earth Observation and Digital Earth, CAS, Beijing 100101, Ching
3 Institute of Geographic Sciences and N atural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: From apergective of ecological civilization construction, regional econamic development and macroeco-
namic coordination, thispagper suggests that the Grand Canal project is a successul example in developing wet-
lands and lakes in the great plainsof eastern China It is the main water line for trangortation in ancient time, a
landmark project in the era of national faming civilization, a political, econamnic and cultural artery that guaran-
teed North-South reunification since Sui and Tang dynasties, amain artery of China’s historical development and a
gmbol of great ecological civilization in China

The gpproximate length of the Grand Canal is 3 500 km, it is a compliance anong natural envirorment,
stream pattern of landscgpe and micro-topography of the plain  After 2, 500 years of hard work, it has become a
great water trangortation systan in China At present, about 900 km are still at service More than 300 million
tons of cargos are handled every year It is till amain route for trangortation betveen the north and the south

The Grand Canal runs through nearly 6 provinces, 2 municipalities and 33 cities in eastern China, of which
18 are famous hisorical and cultural cities These cities have changed smultaneously with the rise and fall of the
Grand Canal W ater culture and landscagpe along the canal are still the characteristics and highlight of those cities
and are basic factorsmaking these cities quitable  live and eco-tourisn cities

Key words wetland development water nework; W ater Trangort of Grain; water division; ecological civiliza-
tion; urban water culture



