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Abstract

Hong Kong has its unique position as one of the important trade centers in the
world. Complex physical environment and high-degree urbanization has raised high demands on
the satellite remote sensing. This paper used the Landsat TM,SPOT ,IRS-1 and COSMOS da-
ta to interpret vegetation types and their spatial distribution as well as landuse and its spatial
variation. Hong Kong’s present vegetation is a result of prolonged human impact. Forest still
is the potential natural vegetation, and grassland, shrubland and woodland are extensively dis-
tributed. As to land use there exists a big spatial stage and are covered with forest and grass.
The Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula are highly urbanized and covered with high
buildings and roads.
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